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Criticism of the Orientalists’ point of view about the origin of
Shi‘ism; with an emphasis on the Shia article in the Encyclopedia the

Holy Qur’an( Leyden )

Tarlan Saifullayev *
Abstract
Orientalists have presented different views about the origin of

Shiism which can be classified into two categories.

The first group believes that it was created during the lifetime of the
Prophet (PBUH). But some of them have considered Shiism to be the
result of political and intellectual developments and events after the death
of the Prophet(PBUH). Matching the views of Orientalists with the
principles of Shiism is the main issue in this study. In this research, using
Islamic sources and descriptive analytical method, the point of view of
Orientalists has been evaluated.The findings of the research show that the
view of those Orientalists who think that Shiism is merely a product of
political and intellectual developments and events after the death of the
Prophet (PBUH) is inaccurate and not compatible with the principles of

Shiism.

Keywords: the emergence of Shiism during the period of Prophet
(PBUH), the emergence of Shiism after the departure of the Prophet
(PBUH), criticism of the opinions of Orientalists.
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